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In this anniversary edition of the Journal of Democracy, seven leading experts
on Central Europe and the former Soviet Union examine the progress of
democratization in the postcommunist world since the fall of the Berlin Wall, and
point to the challenges that lie ahead. Among them, Alina Mungiu Pippidi authors
the article entitled “The Other Transition” in which she examines the two formal
transformations in the postcommunist state – the transition from a command
economy to a market economy and the transition from authoritarianism/
totalitarianism to democracy. The article tries to compensate for the lack of
scholarly insight into the postcommunist state qua state model, alongside the
relationship between society and state in the postcommunist model. The author
discusses the new social contract that had to be written in different formats in the
different states that entered postcommunism. The conclusion of the article is that in
some postcommunist state, the state and society have been able to forge a new
social contract, whilst in others they have not been.
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