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In this anniversary edition of the Journal of Democracy, seven leading experts 
on Central Europe and the former Soviet Union examine the progress of 
democratization in the postcommunist world since the fall of the Berlin Wall, and 
point to the challenges that lie ahead. Among them, Alina Mungiu Pippidi authors 
the article entitled “The Other Transition” in which she examines the two formal 
transformations in the postcommunist state – the transition from a command 
economy to a market economy and the transition from authoritarianism/ 
totalitarianism to democracy. The article tries to compensate for the lack of 
scholarly insight into the postcommunist state qua state model, alongside the 
relationship between society and state in the postcommunist model. The author 
discusses the new social contract that had to be written in different formats in the 
different states that entered postcommunism. The conclusion of the article is that in 
some postcommunist state, the state and society have been able to forge a new 
social contract, whilst in others they have not been. 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repressing these institutions, they manipulate them. 
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In recent years, scholars have begun to focus on the sources of “authoritarian 
resilience.” But democracy has also shown surprising resilience, in part because 
the disorders to which it is prone tend to counteract each other. 
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Democracy has held its own or gained ground in just about every part of the 
world except for the Arab Middle East. Why has this crucial region remained such 
infertile soil for democracy? 
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the progress of democratization in the postcommunist world since the fall of the 
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 Democratic Triumph, Scholarly Pessimism Bruce Gilley By any measure, 
democratization has achieved remarkable advances over the past twenty 
years. Why, then, have so many of the leading works written on the topic 
during this period been so full of gloom? 

Election Watch 

 Reports on recent elections in Afghanistan, Botswana, Gabon, Honduras, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Romania, Tunisia, and Uruguay. 

Documents on Democracy 

 Excerpts from Ayman Nour's video message to the National Endowment for 
Democracy's November 18 conference, "Middle Eastern Democrats and 
Their Vision of the Future." 

  
 Selections from Wang Lixiong's speech accepting the International 

Campaign for Tibet's Light of Truth Award. Wang Lixiong, a Chinese 



writer, coauthored a 12 March 2008 open letter to the Chinese authorities 
entitled "Twelve Suggestions for Handling the Tibetan Situation." 

  
 Portions of Ladan Boroumand's speech accepting the Lech Walesa Prize, 

awarded by the Lech Walesa Insitute Foundation in Gdansk to three 
Iranian human-rights activists—Ladan and Roya Boroumand, the founders 
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Leszek Kolakowski (1927–2009) 

The eminent Polish philosopher Leszek Kolakowski, who had a major influence 
on the development of the Polish democratic opposition, died on 17 July 2009. A 
memorial symposium entitled “Democracy, Totalitarianism, and the Culture of 
Freedom” was held in his honor at the National Endowment for Democracy in 
Washington, D.C., on October 15. A second memorial symposium was held on 
October 24 at the University of Warsaw, organized by the Stefan Batory 
Foundation. Selected excerpts from speeches at these two events appear in the 
Journal. 


